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A fleeting passage of
time. Two ticks of a sec-
ond. Pull out a stop watch.
Count “one (1,000) — two
(1,000).” Then imagine ...
BANG! Your child is dead.

The blink of an eye
was all the time it took for
a Cleveland police officer
to engage and gun down a
12-year-old child playing
in the park. After watching
the video recording that
shows the killing of Tamir
Rice at Cudell Park, the
community as a collective
was both saddened and
outraged.

As a result, the com-
munity is not only calling

for the resignation of
Executive Assistant Marty
Flask and Safety Director
Michael McGrath, but it
has also been recognized
that if Mayor Frank
Jackson insists on support-
ing this blatantly racist,
brutal and unconstitutional
treatment of Black people
t the hands of the
Cleveland "Police
Department, then he too
will have to follow suit.
‘We stand behind the com-
munity.
It defies logic and com-
mon sense that the mayor
would continue to support
this practice in spite of
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Attorney General Eric
Holder’s findings that it is
illegal and unconstitution-
al. Jackson is standing by a
horribly broken ﬂohcy and
structure. And this is cer-
tainly not the first time.
The amount of money that
this city has quietly paid
out in fawsuits behind the
CPD is staggering.

Yes, Mayor Jackson is
a nice, decent man. But
now is not the time to play
nice. This paper has sup-
ported the mayor through-
out his full tenure as leader
of the city of Cleveland.
Often times, we have even
supported him when his

actions and nonm-actions
have not always been for
the benefit and well-being
of Black people in
Cleveland, but this is as far
as we can go.

Time and again, we
gave Mayor Jackson the
benefit of the doubt but,
now, it has become
painﬁxlly evident that we
will not, and cannot, stand
bzv without stating the

ious. Mayor Jackson
has tumed a blind eye to
the people who elected
him. But, unlike Pontius
Pilate, Mayot Jackson can-
not wash this blood off his
hands.
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of using

of
fact that the Attorney

General of the United
States and the Department
of Justice (DOJ) deter-
mined that based on their
own investigation there is
a problem in the CPD.
Unfortunately, we had the
dead bodies, broken bones
and black eyes, at the
hands of the CPD, to have
already known this to be

true.

The DOJ’s findings
were as clear as that little
boy’s blood in the street in
concluding that they
believe that the CPD
“engages in a pattern or

force in violation of the
Fourth Amendment of the
United States
Constitution” and that
“structural and systemic
deficiencies and practices
~ including insufficient
accountability, inadequate
training and equipment,
ineffective policies and
inadequate  engagement
with the community - con-
tribute to CPD’s use of
unreasonable force.” 3
What the DOJ's 59-
report spells out is
that this isn’t just a few
bad cops; this is a bad sys-
tem with bad leadership.
These bad cops are beating
Black people in the head
and killing us, because it is
allowed to happen from
the top down. And top
down means McGrath,
Flask and yes, even Mayor
Jackson.

The mayor has the
power to get this back on
the right track. He has the
power and authority to fire
his command staff and any
of the 14 commanders.
When a Black child lies
dead on the street, some-
thing has to be done.

Mr. Mayor, this will
not go away and cannot be
swept under the rug. You
can’t simply give out slaj
on the wrists and reshu
assignments and posmons
the way you did after the
137 shooting. Nor can you
trick the people of
Cleveland into looking the
other way with a $100 mil-
lion rabbit in a hat trick in
the form of bond invest-
ment. This is a real prob-.
lem where you will have to
stand with “the peop'lc
not just “your people.””
And trust us when we say
that you need to act quick-
ly because the officials at
the Republican National
Convention are not going
to want to show up to .2
city under siege. If this
lingers much longer,
expect the Republican
National Committee to
choose an alternate city. -

Mr. Mayor, doing noth-
ing is not an option. Your
constituents are  hurting.
We understand that you are
loyal to those who are
foyal to you, but it is time
for you to make the right
decision for all the people
of the city of Cleveland;
the loyal voters who voted
for you.



